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To THE GENTLEMEN OF THE VESTRY 

OF THE PARISH OF ST. Paur, Co- 

VENT GARDEN; AND THE OTHER 
INIIABITAN TS. 


GENTLEMEN AND NEIGHBOURS, 


ME following diſcourſe, which was delivered 

before You upon a late very ſolemn occa- 
hon, is now made public at the defire of many 
of You: Particularly, it was the unanimous opi- 
nion of the Members of the Veſtry, that by this 
means 1t might be rendered of ſervice beyond the 


| limits of our own Pariſh, Upon this conſideration 


therefore (tho' perhaps a very partial one,) as well 
as to ſhew my readineſs to comply with your re- 
queſt, I was induced to let it appear in this man- 
ner: andif it ſhall, in any degree, anſwer your ex- 
pectation; it fully will mine. I am well perſuaded 
indeed, that there never was a ſeaſon more proper 
than the preſent for making uſeful impreſſions 


upon the minds of people in general; and I am 


confirmed in this perſuaſion from the numbers 
that attended both within, and without our 


Churches, to perform their devotion upon the day 


appointed 


(4) 

appointed for a folemn Faſt and Humiliation. 
This laſt circumſtance furniſhes me with a juſt 
occaſion of obſerving (and it is worthy of the pub- 
lic conſideration,) that if the inhabitants of this 
Metropolis were to attend divine ſervice as regu- 
larly as they ought, the number of places at pre- 
ſent appropriated to the worſhip of GOD, would 
not be ſufficient for that purpoſe. 

I will not conceal another motive, which 1 
poſed me the more readily to yield to your deſire 
in the preſent inſtance: I looked upon it as a te- 
ſtimony of your approving the choice lately made 
by a truly noble Perſonage, in appointing me your 
Miniſter: And I was glad to embrace the opportu- 
nity of thus publicly acknowledging the very many, 
and great obligations, I have the honour to owe 
to His Grace THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
| Your very affectionate, 
and faithful Servant, 


I. ERADOCK. 
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JEREMIAH VI. 8. 


BE THou INSTRUCTED, O JERUSALEM, LEST MY 
SOUL DBPART FROM THEE; LEST I MAKE THEE 
DESOLATE, A LAND NOT INHABITED. 


O ME peculiar, and ſtriking circumſtances relating to 
the Jews, make their hiſtory not only more awful and 
affecting, but more inſtructive too, than that of any other 
people under heaven. If we conſider the miſerles they un- 


 derwent as a collective body, and while they continued a na- 


tion ; the ſeverity and length of their bondage in Egypt, and 
captivity at Babylon: If we call to mind the utter deſtruction 
of their city and nation by the Romans, with the ſingular 
circumſtances of diſtreſs which attended that memorable 
ſcene: And if to theſe we add their diſperſion, at preſent, 
thro” all parts of the world, ſo very unlike any thing which 
ever happened before; and moreover that they have conti- 
nued in this diſperſed condition, without any ſettled form of 
government civil or religious, during ſo many centuries: We 


cannot but look upon Them as great and uncommon objects 


of divine diſpleaſure. 
But if we conſider, at the ſame time, the particular favour 
which GOD ſhewed upon very many, and great occaſions to 


the Jews; by ſeparating them from all nations of the world 


to be his peculiar people, and to teach them a religion, clear 

of the many groſs corruptions which had crowded into the 

worſhip of the countries around them : What extraordinary 
B — 


(6) 
care was taken to preſerve this religion in its original purity 
among them, by forbidding all ſuch communication and in- 
tercourſe with their neighbours as might endanger a deviation 
from it : © That to them pertained the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants; and the giving of the law, and the 


ſervice of GOD, and the promiſes ; that their's were the 


fathers, and of them, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came.” 
If we recollect farther the many affectionate and earneſt ad- 


monitions which GOD gave them by a continued ſucceſſion of 


prophets, 6 riſing early, and ſending them, in order to ap- 


prize them of their imminent danger, and warn them, in 


time, to prevent the fatal conſequences of their national im- 
Pieties : If we take into the account too, © that blindneſs 
is happened only in part to Iſrael, until the fulneſs of the 
Gentiles be come in; and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved.” —If 
ve attend ſeriouſly to theſe extraordinary circumſtances rela- 
ting to the Jews, we ſhall be obliged, notwithſtanding what 
was before remarked, to look upon Them as having been, 
in ſome reſpects, ſingular objects of divine mercy. 
But that which concerns us moſt to conſider, at preſent, in 
the hiſtory of this people, are the repeated admonitions they 


had received from GOD to turn from their iniquities, and 


amend their ways; and the little effect ſuch admonitions 
had with them, notwithſtanding the affectionate manner in 
which they were addreſſed to, and the awful authority by 


which they were enforced upon them: But principally the 
fatal conſequences of that notorious diſregard, which they 


ſhewed, from time to time, to ſuch ſolemn notices. 


Rom. IX. 4. 5. JER. XXV. 4. Rom. XI. 25. 26. 5 
And 


| 
[ 
| 


EY” 
And of the great number of theſe which remain to us upon 
record, there are perhaps few more intereſting, or deſerving 


of our notice at this time, than that in the text: Jeremiah, 


as other prophets before had frequently done, reminded 
them over and over of the direct tendency of their national 


wickedneſs, and the unavoidable conſequence of perfiſting 
in it : But in the inſtance before us, he brings the danger 


home to their very doors ; and not only threatens them with 
the near approach of the Chaldean army, but ſets the battle 
itſelf in array againſt them; forms the ſiege, and even pre- 


pares the attack: And to ſhew with what eagerneſs the 


enemy was bent upon this enterprize againſt Jeruſalem, he 
repreſents them as ſaying; * Ariſe, and let us go up at 
noon; for the day goeth away, for the ſhadows of the 
evening are ſtretched out: Ariſe, and let us go up by 
night, and let us deſtroy her palaces : For thus hath the 


Lord of hoſts faid ; Hew ye down trees, and caſt : a mount 


againſt her.“ 
But amidſt all this dreadful preparation, and theſe formi- 
dable enſigns of deſtruction; the prophet, full of the GOD 
that inſpired him, and like him, even in the a& of judg- 
ment remembring mercy, breaks off his threatnings in order 
to tender this laſt, affectionate advice to his countrymen : 
Fe thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my foul depart from 
thee; leſt I make thee deſolate, a land not inhabited.” 
Take warning at laſt, O ye inhabitants of this great city, leſt 
the GOD of your fathers who hath ever ſhewn ſuch tender 


inſtances of his love for you, and always pitied you in your 


diſtreſſes, even as a father pitieth his own children: (For 
Tex, VI. 6. SD . 
B 2 we 


(8) 


we may obſerve that there is great tenderneſs, and ſome- 


thing approaching to natural affection conveyed in this re- 
markable expreſſion, © leſt his ſoul depart from thee :”) Leſt 
he withdraw not only his paternal regard and affection for 


you; but from the tender objects of his mercy, 0 become 


ſevere examples of his juſtice. 

In what manner the inhabitants of Jeruſalem received 
this notice, and how they acted upon it, their approaching 
deſtiny but too plainly informs us. For the Sin of 
Judah, ſaith the Lord, is written with a pen of iron, and 
with the point of a diamond : And J will cauſe thee to ſerve 
thine enemies in the land which thou knoweſt not.“ The 
deſolation begun by the Chaldean army under Nebuchad- 


nezzar now upon its march againſt them, was completed, 
in all its parts, upon their city and nation by the Roman 


ſoldiers under Titus; and their country itſelf left, as the 
prophet had foretold, ** a land not inhabited.” 
And would to GOD, we were not furniſhed with too 


many materials for drawing a parallel between the condition 


of Jeruſalem at the time Jeremiah uttered this prophecy, 
and the circumſtances of our own nation at this day! For 


has not GOD warned Us to be inſtructed, by as awful 


notices as words can deſcribe, or even imagination conceive; 
and perhaps more alarming than were ever given before ? 
If -we have not a Northern army, as was the caſe with 


Jeruſalem at the time of this prophecy, now at our gates; 


yet are we without juſt apprehenſions of a very formid- 


able Southern enemy upon our coaſts? Whether we 


will in time take TE repent and amend our ways, 
JR. XVII. I. 4. 


and 
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(9) 


and thereby engage the GOD of hoſts in our defenſe, is 
yet within our own boſom ; and that of time to diſcover * 
For whatever ſhall be our conduct for the future; it is cer- 
tainly fuch at preſent, as cannot ſafely be interpoſed as a 
barrier between ourſelves, andeither the judgments of heaven, 
or machinations of earth againſt us. Here then let us drop 
the curtain for awhile : There will be opportunities enow, 
before the concluſion of this diſcourſe, to open the ſcene, 
if it is capable of yielding us an agreeable proſpect. 

From the words of the text thus introduced, and ex- 
plained, I ſhall take occaſion to ſhew ; 

I. Firſt, the expediency of national retroſpection, and the 
neceſſity there is that communities, and public bodies of 
men ſhould carefully review, and ſeriouſly conſider the ge- 
neral tendency of their public conduct. 

II. And this great truth being eſtabliſhed, I ſhall then 
ſuggeſt to you the peculiar propriety, and infinite importance 
of paying a due attention to It, at this awful ſolemnity, 
and under the preſent circumſtances of our nation. 

III. Both which will lead to ſuch reflections, as may be of 
ſingular uſe in making us ſenſible of our paſt, and regu- 
lating our future conduct. 

And, firſt, as to the expediency of national retroſpection, 
and the neceſſity there is that communities and public bodies 
of men ſhould carefully review, and feriouſly conſider the 
general tendency of their public conduct. Now whatever 
may be the fate of this propoſition, as to the manner of 
handling it, you muſt allow it to be a ſerious, and moſt in- 
tereſting ſubject. 1 
60 ʒs not only the great and ſupreme, but alſo a wiſe, 
juſt, and good governor of the world; and from the moral 

attributes 


— — pn — 


; 1 


attributes of his nature, all his ordinances derive their in- 
fluence, and take their particular colour and complexion: 
Happineſs was undoubtedly the main purpoſe and deſign of 
GOD in the work of creation, and virtue is the univerſal 


means to attain that end: For it is as impoſſible that vice 


ſhould, in its conſequences, be productive of happineſs ; 
as that evil can be of the eſſence of the divine nature, or that 


G OD, in his 3 can act inconſiſtently with 
himſelf. 


This is agreeable to the general courſe, and eſtabliſhed 
order of things in the world ; and holds equally true in re- 
lation to the conduct of communities, and individuals. For 


tho' ſome political inſtitutions may be of ſo robuſt a make, 


the union of their parts ſo compact and entire, and their 
texture ſo firm; that whatever be the conduct of the indi- 
viduals who compoſe them, they will, humanly ſpeaking, 
hold out much longer than others, which have not theſe ori- 
ginal advantages; as ſome bodies are naturally ſo ſtrong, as, 
for a time, to retain their vigour, and preſerve all the ap- 
pearance of health, under the freeſt indulgences of intem- 
perance and exceſs: Yet what imperceptibly weakens, and 


of courſe haſtens the diſſolution of the one; will unavoid- 
ably bring on, and, in the end, n effect the deſtruction 


of the other. 
There is the ſame reaſon FIG why os and communi- 


ties, if they expect to continue and proſper as ſuch, ſhould 


attend to the natural conſequences of their general demeanour; 
as that private men, if they intend to preſerve their life and 
health, ſhould have a regard to the uſual effects of their 
* conduct: The eee in each caſe is equal, 


and 


(11) 
and founded upon the fame motive, that of ſelf-preſerva- 
vation ; which always has been, and ever will be the lead- 
ing principle in political, as well as natural life. 

But that which, ſooner or later, muſt happen in the na- 
tural courſe, and according to the general conſtitution of 
things, often meets with a ſpeedier accompliſhment from 
the immediate interpoſition of G OD, in order to ſerve 
particular purpoſes of his Providence : Who, as he chaſtiſes 
private perſons for wiſe and ſalutary ends, ſometimes alſo 
puniſhes communities, as ſuch, to a certain degree ; that 
they may in time perceive their error, and reform their 
ways: Or, if the meaſure of their iniquity is already filled 
up, ſometimes deſtroys them utterly for examples of his 
Juſtice to others ——And thus it fared with the old world: 
For when men began to multiply on the face of the 

earth, and GOD ſaw the wickedneſs of man was great 
therein: He ſaid unto Noah, the end of all fleſh is come 
before me, for the earth is filled with violence thro' them; 
and behold I will deſtroy them with the earth : And the 
ſame day that Noah went into the ark, were all the foun- 
tains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened ; and every living ſubſtance was de- 
ſtroyed from the earth: And Noah only remained alive, 
and thoſe that were with him in the ark.” Thus likewiſe, 
« becauſe the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah was great, and 
becauſe their Sin was very grievous; G OD rained upon 
them brimſtone and fire from out of heaven, and over- 
threw thoſe cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and that which was upon the ground.“ 

Er. VI. 1. 5. 13. V 1. XIX. 24. 25. 


Hiſtory, 


(12) 

_ Hiſtory, facred and profane, will furniſh many inſtances 
of the ſame kind: But I have the rather choſen to ſelect 
theſe for your notice at this time, becauſe you are not only 
well acquainted with the authority upon which the facts 
are delivered down to us, but have moreover infallible aſ- 
ſurance, that * all theſe things happened to them for en- 
ſamples; and are written for our admonition alſo, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come.” 

The expediency then of national retroſpection, and in 
conſequence of that, of a general reformation of manners, 
in order to national preſervation, and the ſecurity of public 
happineſs; is founded in the ſettled courſe, and eſtabliſhed 
order of nature: Reaſon dictates, prudence enforces it: 
Obſervation, authority, and the univerſal experience of all 
ages and countries, confirm the abſolute neceſſity of it. 

II. This great Truth being eſtabliſhed ;- I proceed to 
ſhew you the peculiar propriety, and infinite importance of 
paying a due attention to It, at this awful ſolemnity, and 
under the preſent circumſtances of our nation. 

A ſubject large and copious, as it is ſerious and intereſt- 
ing: And upon which I might well be at a loſs where to 
begin, were there not a path chalked out to me ſo plain 
and open, that the wayfaring man, tho' a fool, cannot err 
therein. I am certain you anticipate my meaning, by 
reſerring your thoughts to thoſe awakening notices, which 
GOD has ſo lately given the inhabitants of the earth, to 
repent of the evil of their doings, and amend their ways : 
The amazing event is in the mouth, and I ſincerely hope 
at the heart of every perſon. 


1 Cor. X. 11. 2 Px. II. 5. 6 Jus 7. 3h 
8 . But 


(213) 

But the point before us is this: Whether we ſee theſc 
notices in a proper light, and ſuffer them to have their due 
influence upon us: For if we conſider theſe convulſions in 
nature merely as the conſequences of common cauſes, or 
affect to account for them altogether upon the mechanical 
principles of philoſophy; without carrying our thoughts, 
at leaſt, one ſtep farther, and reflecting, at the ſame time, 
upon the great ends, which it is not barely poſlible, but 
highly probable, Providence might have to ſerve by ſuch 
aſtoniſhing effects: We are then got but a very little way 
indeed ; and have left, by 885 the better half of our work 
unfiniſhed. 

For what are natural cauſes, but powers perle by 
GOD upon unintelligent matter, to cauſe it to fulfill, by its 
operations, the purpoſes of his Providence? The artiſt con- 
trives a machine, and puts the wheels of it into motion; 
but does he not, at pleaſure, retard or quicken the degree 
of motion communicated to them, as he ſees it will better 
anſwer the end for which the machine was intended? And 
ſhall the Almighty artiſt then be debarred this privilege ? 
Shall He only be excluded from a power over the works of 
his own hands? For tho), in general, GOD conducts the 
great machine of the univerſe by uniform and ſtated laws; 
yet may he not, as he ſhall ſee occaſion ; and in fact Has he 
not ſometimes made alterations in the courſe of theſe laws, 
to ſerve particular purpoſes of his wiſdom or goodneſs ? 
There can be no ſatisfactory reaſon aſſigned why events, 
which are apparently brought about by ſecond cauſes, ſhould 
not be aſcribed to the immediate appointment of Provi- 


dence : For what are ſecond cauſes, but inſtruments in the | 
'S hands 


(4) 

hands of GOD to accompliſh whatever ſeemeth good unto 
him; miniſters of his that do his pleaſure, that fulfill his 
commandment, and execute the voice of his word? There- 
fore when we ſpeak of things being brought about by 
chance, or accident, we ſuppoſe a cauſe of events which 
does not exiſt, but in our on imagination; and thereby 
diſcover only our ignorance of cauſes, which we are not able 
to explain, or account for. 

gut who is this that darkeneth counſel by words with- 
out knowledge, and taketh upon him to unfold, and ex- 


plain all the myſteries in the ways of Providence with as 


much eaſe and familiarity, as if he had been admitted into 
the moſt ſecret councils of the Almighty ? Knoweſt thou, 
vile reptile, the ordinances” of heaven; 'cans't thou ſet the 
dominion thereof in the earth? Haſt thou entered into the 
treaſures of the nitre, or haſt thou ſeen the beds of ſulphur ; 
which GOD hath reſerved againſt the time of trouble, againſt 
the day of perplexity and diſtreſs? Haſt thou entered into 


the ſprings of the fea, or haſt thou walked in the ſearch of 


the depth? Have the gates of hell been opened unts thee, 


or haſt thou ſeen the doors of the ſhadow of death ?” 
Does it become Us to trifle away that time, in ſearch of 


natural cauſes to account for ſuch alarming events, which. 
ought. to be inſtantly employed in conſidering their proper 


effects, and laying to heart their dreadful conſequences ? Is 


this piety ? Is it prudence i in us? ? And for fear of ſliding into 
ſuperſtition, ſhall we fink, at once, into downright atheiſm ? 


Which of the two is the more dangerous extreme, T appeal 
to all who hear me. <« But aſk now the beaſts, and ny 


Jos XXXVIII. 33 22.23. 16.17, Jos XII. 7.8. 9. 


| N 

ſhall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they ſhall 
tell thee: Or ſpeaks to the earth, and it ſhall, teach. thee, 
and the fiſhes of the ſea ſhall; declare unto. thee : Who 
knoweth not, in all theſe, that the hand of the Lord hath 
wrought This? There is no end of cavilling at this rate, nor 
any bounds to be ſet to ſuch unlicenſed ſcepticiſm. 

But, ſays this adept in the myſteries of doubting, the great 
queſtion ſtill remains unanſwered; How we are to diſtinguiſh 
between general effects in the ordinary courſe of nature, and 
particular judgments ?— Peace awhile, preſumptuous and 
vain man: A truce only for a ſhort ſpace ; and thy ſcepticiſm 
ſhall be driven from all its holds and ſhifting-places—For 
ſuppoſing that to be true, which by no means we allow to 
be ſo; that the late convulſions in the earth were owing en- 
tirely to natural cauſes, and not to any particular interpoſi- 
tion of Providence: Vet e know. by melancholy informa- 
tion, that they occaſioned; almoſt ; in an inſtant, the death 
of thouſands; when the earth opened, and ſwallowed them 
up quick. What has once happened, may again ; and per- 
haps the ſooner, for having happened ſo lately: There is 
the ſame reaſon then, in one caſe, as the other, that thou 
ſhouldeſt be prepared againſt ſo ſudden an event, and hold 
thyſelf in readineſs to attend the ſummons of thy omnipotent 
judge. Thou art not without thy apprehenfions, upon the 
occaſion, any more than the man who ſees theſe things in 
another, and more ſerious light; only with this difference, 
that Thine ariſe from abject fear; His, from reverence and 

a a awe. 2 

But in anſwer to the queſtion which was before aſked; 

How are we to diſtinguiſh, at laſt, between ordinary events, 
5 and 


46) 
and uncommon caſes? Let it ſuffice, in general, toreply; That 
the proceedings of infinite juſtice, are clearly and perfectly 


known only to infinite wiſdom. However I will endeavour 
to help thee to a clew, that, at leaſt, may be of ſome aſ- 
ſiſtance to guide thee in thy wanderings thro' theſe mazes of 
Providence. The world is not now in its infancy, neither 
are we, at this age of it, to learn over again the rudiments 
and firſt principles of religion, natural or revealed: GOD 
does not manifeſt himſelf to us now by immediate inſpira- 
tion, or any direct communications of his will; but leaves 
us to read it in his Word, and his Works. The characters 
in each are fair and legible, and ſo plain, that he who runs 
may read them. There are then circumſtances often attend- 
ing the remarkable events, which are brought about in the 
courſe of the world, that give them all the appearance of a 
divine interpoſition: And ſuch, in particular, are theſe 
which follow: The ſurpriſing greatneſs of them; a con- 
currence of circumſtances; and the coincidence of times. 
And if the firſt of theſe marks was almoſt ever more diſ- 
cernible at one time than another, it was certainly fo at 
the time, in which our earth received the late dreadful 
ſhock, that hath given occaſion to this day's ſolemnity : 
And which, for the violence or extent of it, was ſuch; as 
neither we, nor our fathers had felt, or read, or heard of 
before: Three of the great quarters of the globe were 
ſenſible, tho' not equally, of the terrible effects of it; and 
it is probable we ſhall receive accounts of the like kind 
from the fourth. The waters of the great deep did ſwell, 
and rage horribly ; the earth was moved ; and ſhook to 
| its. 


(ey } - 
its inmoſt centre; the pillars of heaven trembled, and 
were aſtoniſhed at thy reproof, © GOD!” The ſupine 
and careleſs; the unthinking, and unfeeling, who have 
paſſed their hours, and days,. and years in that land of in- 
ſenſibility, where all things which are great, or good, or 


| benevolent are forgotten; cannot but be awakened by no- 


tices like theſe, and rouſed from a ſtate of inactivity, and 
too fatal ſecurity : Even the wicked and abandoned muſt 
tremble, when the Great hand which conducts the univerſe 
is ſo very viſible in directing the movements of it; and its 
weight is felt under the throes and convulſions of nature : 
And when God, in the language of the prophet, ariſeth 
to ſhake /o terribly the earth.” _ 

But leſt a ſingle notice ſhould he overlooked, or miſtaken, 
800 is pleaſed frequently to repeat the warning; that 
when his judgments follow cloſe, one upon another, in the 
earth; the inhabitants of the world may be without ex- 
cuſe, if they do not then learn righteouſneſs : Which con- 
currence of circumſtances, is another mark of a divine in- 
terpoſition, before pointed out to you. 

It is certain, that many of the great and . 
events which have happened in the world, have been ac- 
companied by ſigns and wonders like thoſe, which our 
Lord himſelf foretold ſhould precede that remarkable pe- 
riod, the deſtruction of Jeruſalem: For ye ſhall then; 
ſays he, hear of wars, and rumours of wars; for nation 
ſhall riſe againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom; and 
there ſhall be famines, and peſtilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places.” If we of this country have hitherto eſcaped 


Jos. XXVI. 11. Is. II. 19. MATT, XXIV. 6. 7. 
any 


( 18 ) 


any of theſe viſtations, it is that of famine; but if we have 
not ſuffered, we have certainly deſerved it; and therefore 
how ſoon it may be our lot to endure it, That 60D only 
knows, Who maketh a fruitful land barren, for the 
wickedneſs of them that dwell therein.” Do we truſt to 
any natural, or civil advantages our country boaſts above 
others? Vet what is our kingdom to the great empires 
which have had their riſe, their height, and their fall in 
world? Or what indeed is our city, (great and populous as 
it is) to Babylon of old ? © Is not this, ſaid Nebuchadnezzar, | 
Great Babylon that I have built for the houſe of the king- 
dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of 
my majeſty ? But, while the word was in the king's mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, O king Nebuchadnezzar, 
to thee it is ſpoken ; The kingdbnis' departed from thee.” 
And if a ſon ariſeth, who ſeeth the iniquity! of his father, 
and forſaketh it not, but followeth after it; the ſeat of 
empire ſhall paſs, at once, from the Chaldeans to theMedes; 
and the kingdom be transferred from Belſhazzar to Darius.” 
But farther'; ſuch violent and unuſual agitations as have 
been lately felt in the earth, and which demand a particular 
attention at this time, are called in Scripture divine viſita- 
tions: © For thou ſhalt be viſited of the Lord of hoſts, faith 


the prophet toJerufalem, with thunder and with earth quake:” 


And they. have not only been looked upon as great and re- 
markable events, but even as ſolemn and diſtinguiſhing 
aeras: For thus begins the prophecy of Amos: The 
words of Amos, which he faw concerning Iſrael, in the 
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P$AL. CVII. 34. DAN. IV. 30. 31. V. 30. 31. Is. XXIX. 6. 


Amos. I. 1. ZECH. XIV. 5. 
days 
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days of Jeroboam king a Iſrael ; two years before the 
earthquake. 

As to the laſt mark of a divine Ategpegden in the courſe 
of human affairs, which was mentioned before; The coin- 
cidence of times: What is here meant by it, is this; that 
there are ſeaſons, in which, if the inhabitants of any land 
ſuffer to a remarkable degree; their viſitations (of whatever 
kind they are) may then be interpreted not unfairly, or un- 
charitably, judgments; eſpecially if there appears to be any 
ſtriking, or correſponding likeneſs between the prevailing 
vices of a nation, and the particular manner of coattifing 
them. 

And oh, that I was here authorized to draw a vail before 
your eyes, and intercept the diſmal proſpect which your 
own country opens to you ! * Or that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears; that I might weep day 
and night (if that could avail ought towards averting the 
Judgroerits of heaven againſt us,) for the ſins of my native 
land!“ “ Or ſhall I ſpeak unto you ſmooth things, and 
propheſy deceits ?” That would ill become my office; and 
worſe the particular relation in which I ſtand to You, _ 

Let us then ſeriouſly conſider, that we have not ſo much 
to fear from the open and avowed violence of foreign ene- 
mies; as from the ſecret and formidable attacks of domeſtic 
foes; our national impieties: For if this country be not 
yet ripe for deſtruction, and hath not already filled up the. 
meaſure of its iniquity ; yet it were moſt earneſtly to be 
wiſhed we could with greater appearance of truth affirm, 
that, in the preſent ſituation, it does not bear too ſtrong a 

Irn. IX. 1. Is. XXX. 10. 
reſemblance, 
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he and, in many reſpects, approach too near to 
that devoted period. 

For what luke warmneſs and indifference is ſhewn as to 
every thing ſacred, or ſerious, Public Charity only excepted? 
For, in this ſingle inſtance, I will even yet venture to call 
< this great nation, a wiſe, and underſtanding people“: 
And I look upon the exertion of this ſpirit of public be- 
nevolence, in offering inſtant relief, under almoſt every 
malady or misfortune to which human nature is ſubject, to 
be the great, if not the only barrier, of our public ſafety. 

What a general diſregard is there of decency, and con- 
tempt of morals among us? How impatient are perſons 
in high life under any, the leaſt, reſtraint; and how far 
above controul ? How falſe a ſhame diſcovers itſelf in men 
of all ranks, even the very loweſt, for fear they ſhould be 
ſo much as ſuſpected, of being influenced by religious prin- 


ciples? What an amazing inſenſbility 1 is there, in very many 
of this laſt claſs, of their duty to GOD? What a neglect of 

the honeſt and induſtrious means of providing for their fa- 
milies? And what inhumanity is often expreſſed and ex- 
erted towards the tendereſt objects of them? Nay what | 


barbarity is daily exerciſed by theſe perſons in our ſtreets (to 


the great offence of humanity) towards the wiſer beaſts, and 
more compaſſionate brutes ? 


What a general and ſhameful neglect! is there of public 


worſhip? No good ſign that private and family-devotion 
is kept up, and practiſed as it ought to be: What a mon- 
ſtrous proſtitution of the ſabbath, and appropriation of it to 


every kind of purpoſe but That, for which it was ordained | 


by the great Lord of heaven and earth? This day of 
Devr. IV. 6. SR: | © 
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hallowed reſt, ſet apart for the ſervice and honour of our 
Creator, is given up by ſome to buſineſs ; by more to diver- 
ſion and riot,—The practice of other countries is pleaded 
in juſtification of uſages too frequent and notorious upon 
this day ; but if the example is a bad one, is it therefore 
to be followed, and ſhall we be led by a multitude to do 
evil? But the fact is; that in countries, where ſo pure a 
form of worſhip does not obtain as in our own, people, in 
general, are ſtrict in their obſervance of the great duties of 
the ſabbath, tho' blameable as to. particular uſages upon it : 
On the contrary, we in this land of liberty, (or ſhall I not ra- 
ther ſay licentiouſneſs ?) are conſtant in the practices, alluded 


to, upon this day; but ſcandalouſly remiſs as to our obſer- 


vance of. the duties of i it: We do the one, and leave the 
other undone. 


What extravagance prevails thro' all orders and degrees 


of men? What a ſpirit of gaming is there in the nation 


(the great bane of it) at this hour ? The exceſs of this evil 
was heretofore plundering within the law, it is now become 
robbing above it: The train of ills this vice draws after it, 
is formidable: One, to extricate himſelf from the diſtreſſes 


in which it involves him, puts a period to his own being : 

Another, that he may be able to anſwer the honourable en- 
gagements it has drawn him into, not only invades the pro- 
perty, but ſometimes attempts the life too of his fellow-citi- 
zen: No ties, natural, civil, or religious, can bind youth or 


age addicted to this foul habit, for a paſſion I cannot call it: 


Under its all-controuling influence, the apprentice ſcruples 
not to ſteal from the artificer, the ſervant from his maſter, 


the ſon from his father. | 
D 85 But 


( 22 ) 
But have we fairer hopes, or a more promifing proſpe 
from the riſing generation before us? Is there the ſame care 
taken to cultivate the-minds, as to form the bodies of chil- 
dren? to make them virtuous, as wellbred ? and to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonitton of the Lord, as in a 
knowledge of the ways and commerce of the world ?—And 
what will the end of theſe things be? We foreſee the con- 
ſequences, and, one day, ſhall certainly feel them. 
Vice wears not now, as formerly, the vizard, nor affects 
the guiſe of virtue; it ſkulks no longer in corners and 
 by-places ; but intemperance, impurity, profaneneſs, and 
abominable execrations, appear open and barefaced ; and 
meet us even in the very ſtreets and highways: Other ſins 
indeed ſeek, by ſuch wicked induſtry, the ſhade; and in- 
trench themſelves ſo deep, and by ſuch ſhameful numbers 
in their native darkneſs ; as to require the diligence of the 
moſt active, and almoſt to elude the circumſpection of the 
moſt vigilant magiſtrate.—And will not all good and pious 
perſons (for many ſuch, I truſt, there are now preſent) 
unite their endeavours to force theſe ſtrong holds of ſatan, 
and vanquiſh theſe formidable powers of darkneſs ? For how 
can we otherwiſe expect, than by national piety, to avert 
national judgments ? And indeed without a ſpeedy reſolu- 
tion to put in practice the former; may we not pronounce | 
of Our Jeruſalem, as the prophet did of His, THIS is the 
City to be viſited ?'—Let every one then contribute his mite 
towards the great expence, which a general reformation 
muſt coſt: For who knows of what effectual ſervice the 
warm endeavours of, even, a ſingle perſon may be upon 
Jer. VI. 6. 
Ne this 
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this occaſion? Or who can fay, he will not be one of the 
righteous Ten to fave the city ? Let perſons in all relations 
of life; fathers, maſters, friends, lend an helping hand to- 
wards accompliſhing this abſolutely neceſſary work: It is 
what the religion of nature, and of the Goſpel teacheth : 
This is indeed true patriotiſm ; the love of our neighbour, 
the love of our country, and the love of GOD, united in 
one ſolemn act. 

III. The neceſſity of a general reformation in our man- 
ners, in order to national preſervation, being eſtabliſhed ; 

and the peculiar propriety likewiſe ſhewn, of paying a due 
attention to this great truth at this awful ſolemnity, and 
under the preſent circumſtances of our country: Each of 
theſe particulars, as was before obſerved, will lead to ſuch 
reflections, as may be of ſingular uſe in making us ſenſible 
of our paſt, and regulating our future conduct. 

We are called upon, this day, by public authority to per- 
form a ſolemn FAST unto the Lord, upon the great occa- 
fion which has brought us together : But it is not to be 
imagined, that the principal parts of an acceptable faſt 
(ſuch as humiliation, repentance, pious purpoſes of amend- 
ment, with petitions to GOD for his grace to confirm us 
in them, and good works,) ſhould be confined to; or can 
be compriſed within the ſpace of twelve, or twenty- 
four hours. No: This is not the faſt which GOD hath 
choſen, or that which is intended by the preſent appoint- 
ment: THIS is not to be the faſt of a day, a month, or 

a year only, but the faſt of aur whole lives; the ſolem- 
nity of ALL our days to come: The late dreadful Earth- 
L ra ought to be made (as others which were much leſs 
| D 2 terrible 
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terrible have before been made) an aera; the GREAT 
AERA of our reformation ! If we are not better for this 
day's ſolemnity, we ſhall certainly be much the worſe for it: 
Our laſt ſtate then, will be worſe than our firſt ; and it had 
been better for us, the Day had not been appointed. 
There never was a ſtronger eall, than at this time, upon 
the miniſters of the Goſpel “ to cry aloud, and fpare not; 
to lift up their voice like a trumpet, and to ſhew the people 
their tranſgreſſions, and the inhabitants of this land their 
ſins :” I hope, in GOD, ſuch another may never fall to my 
lot again !—I have endeavoured however to diſcharge my 
conſcience, and, in fome meaſure, my duty to You upon 
this occaſion; and it has been my aim, and my care herein, 
not ſo much to reprove; as to exhort you: For my 
heart's deſire, aud prayer to GOD for you is, that ye may 
be ſaved :” And particularly, that the exhortations now 
given you (unequal, as I am truly ſenſible they are, to the 
great occaſion which demands them) may not be loſt upon 
you; and that a neglect of them may not be one of the things 
which ſhall hereafter riſe up in judgment againſt you. 

But to relieve you for awhile under the melancholy 
proſpect ; and afford you hopes even under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of our nation. Let us reflect, that GOD. is in- 

finite in mercy, as well as juſtice; and that to Him belong 
mercies and forgiveneſſes, tho we have rebelled againſt 
him.” For when the lot was almoſt caſt, and the fate of 
Jeruſalem (conſequently too the captivity of its inhabitants) 
upon the very point of being determined: What was, even 
then, the affectionate advice of GOD to his people? 
Is. LVIII. 1. Rom. X. J. Dax. IX. 9. 
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(es) 
« Amend your ways, and your doings; ; and [ un cauſe You 
to dwell in this land.“ 

The preſent ſolemnity, and your recolleftion of · the great 
occaſion of it, will furniſh matter for many ſerious tellbetions, 
and pious reſolutions: And may Ve improve the opportu- 
nities, which it ſhall offer, of both; to your preſervation 
here, and falvation hereafter In the mean time let me en- 
treat your attention to the following meditations, till ye ſhall 
be ſupplied with better, upon this occaſion. 

LE T us lift up our hearts, with our hands, unto GOD 
in the heavens; and ſay, ſpare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to confuſion: Thou haſt been diſ- 
pleaſed ; O turn Thee unto us again, and let thine anger 
ceaſe from us. Our ſins teſtify againſt us; our iniquities 
are gone over our head, and, like a ſore burden, are too 
heavy for us to bear; therefore, O Lord, correct us but 
with judgment, not in thine anger, leſt Thou bring us to 
nothing; and, in the midſt of judgment, remember mercy! 
—Grant, that we may neither impiouſly preſume, upon 
our own deliverance from the great calamities which have 
lately befallen other nations, to think ourſelves righteous ; 
nor uncharitably reflect upon Them, in having ſuffered theſe 
things, as being ſinners above other men: Make us to know, 
and feel, that it is of thy mercies WE were not conſumed ;. 
and that except we.repent, we ſhall ALL likewiſe periſh : 

Teach us to pity, and incline us to relieve the diſtreſſes of 
others in their preſent calamitous fituation ; leſt the earth 
open, and ſwallow us up alſo !— Grant, that we may 
ſeek Thee while Thou art to be found, and call upon Thee 
Irx. VII. 3. 
while 
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while Thou art near unto us; and that we may in time 
perceive, and purſue the things which belong unto our 
peace; and before they are for ever hid from our eyes! 

| A ND, in particular, grant O great and gracious GO, 


our Creator, and moſt merciful Preſerver, that we may be 


duly inſtructed, and in the manner we ought, by the awful 


ſolemnity of THIS day: That we may, at length, take 
warning by the alarming notices which Thou haſt ſo lately 


given us, to flee from ſin, as from the face of a ſerpent ; 


and to turn to Thee with all our heart, and with all our 
mind: Leſt thy ſoul depart from us; leſt Thou withdraw 


not only the tender inſtances of regard and affection, which 


Thou haſt ſhewn, upon ſo many occaſions, to this nation; 
but leſt Thou be provoked to withdraw alſo thy ordinary 


care and protection of us: Leſt Thou make Us, as ſome 


other nations NO W are, deſolate; and leſt Thou leave 


Our country, as ſome other countries are left at THIS 
day, a place for wild beaſts to lie down i in, a deſert without 


people, a land not inhabited 


THE END. 
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